Meeting held:
United Methodist Church
1000 S State College Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92806

Sept 2022

Mission
Educate the membership in the culture,
development, hybridization, propagation and
research of Plumeria (Aka Frangipani) Promote
interest in and increase knowledge of Plumeria,
share this knowledge, and promote a forum for the
South Coast Plumeria Society members.

President’s Corner
It’s hard to believe that another season is almost at its end. The days are getting shorter, and our
plants will soon start the process of going dormant for the winter. This was our first full year back, and
I want to thank all the presenters, volunteers and those who opened their gardens for their help and
support. I’d also like to thank my fellow Board members who work behind the scenes volunteering
their time and energy to the society.
The Flower Show and All Things Plumeria Sale was a big success! Congratulations to all the winners!
Special thanks to Diem Nguyen and Raul Serna for running the flower show, and to Nancy Reiter for
creating the beautiful ribbons this year. Mahalo to Ken Sakata and Pat Shimamoto for their time and
expertise in providing the fun and informative demonstrations!
Ampol Orrungroj was the guest speaker at our September meeting. Ampol, who is a Master Grafter, is
originally from Thailand and known as one of the first people to graft plumerias. I wasn’t able to attend,
but I heard it was very informative. Thank you, Ampol, for sharing your experience and knowledge with
our group. A shout out to Rich Ingrassia, as well, for creating the PowerPoint and assisting Ampol with
the Q&;A session.
Lastly, I am looking forward to the Luau….lots of yummy Hawaiian food from The Loft and
entertainment provided by the SeaBreeze Polynesian Dance group (located in Cypress under the
direction of Mark and Angie Legaspi). There will also be $1250 worth of plumeria up for grabs in the
member’s drawing. The luau is Sunday, October 2nd, 2-5pm at our usual location.
I hope to see everyone there!

With much Aloha,

Jaki

Thanks for the wonderful Flower Show!

Best in Show John Tarvin--- Tarvin’s California Gold
Category
White

1st Prize
Eleazar Luna-- Lord Bryon

2nd Prize
Linda Ohara-- Moragne 27

3rd Prize
John Tarvin—Palomar
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John Tarvin

Mercedes Katagiharato –
Aztec Gold

Ruth Ann Rousseau
Aztec Gold

Tarvin’s California Gold

Pink

Eleazar Luna

Nancy

Ruth Ann Rousseau Blood
Red

Anita DeLeon
Ebert

Linda Ohara Red Hot George

Wanda Brooksher Pop’s
Red

John Tarvin Wildfire

Alex Franco Purple Phantom

Eileen Ohara Black Purple

Anita DeLeon
Rainbow

Red

Purple

Charlotte

Musk

Orange

Eileen Ohara

Mike Fry

Rainbow

Tahitian Moonglow
Alex Franco
Petch Payalae

Unique

Trace Westcott

Orange Noid

Wanda Brooksher Sundance

Trace Westcott Rainbow
Noid

Eleazar Luna
Madera

Eleazar Luna

John Tarvin
Sundae

Leela

Princess

Raspberry

Kaneohe Sunburst Seedling

Thanks for the demonstrations! You make it look so easy
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South Coast Plumeria Society Board

President: Jaki Kamphuis
1st Vice Pres. Dawna Fry- Programs
2nd Vice Pres. Richard Ingrassia- Membership
Secretary: Angie Dalley
Treasurer/ News Letter: Julie Spacht
Linda Hales: WebMaster and Advisor
Linda Ohara: Advisor

Treasurer’s Report:
Checking Account and cash
Outstanding bills
Balance
Savings $1492

\

September meeting: Grafting with Ampol Orrungroj, with slides by Richard Ingrassia.
Thanks for all the information!

$18,664
1400
$17264

Our Plumeria Journey Linda and Eileen Ohara
Originally in PSA Newsletter – By Irene Jones
My sister, Eileen, and I started to collect plumerias in the late 1990’s. My parents started a retail nursery, George
Nursery in Carson, California, in 1946, and from 1979 to August 1997, my sister and I ran it. We started to sell plumerias,
rubras and obtusas, obtained from local wholesale growers in the early 1990’s. That was our first introduction to
plumerias.

After we closed the nursery in 1997, we started to collect
plumerias for our own collection. It was slim pickings back then! Our sources were the wholesale nurseries we used to
buy general nursery stock from (Taketomo Nursery, ABC Nursery, Marilynn’s Garden), retail nurseries (Upland Nursery,
H & H Nursery, Island Plumerias, Sav-on Drug Store’s garden center), catalogues/mail orders (Jim Little Farm, Plumeria
People, Stoke’s Nursery), other collectors, the local plumeria societies (South Coast Plumeria Society, Southern California
Plumeria Society), and online/Ebay nurseries (Florida Colors Nursery, Brad’s Buds and Blooms, bloomingplumerias,
1stopaloha).
My late boyfriend, Gary, and I went to Hawaii in 2002, the PSA plumeria sale in Texas in 2004, the Frangifest Plumeria
conference in Australia in 2005, and the plumeria conference in Thailand in 2006 and brought back dozens of cuttings
and a few rooted ones. The most travelled of my plumerias was a cutting which came from the now defunct nursery,
DJ’s Way of Australia. It was a ‘Musk Rainbow’ which has been registered as ‘George Brown,’ and it went from Australia
to Florida and then on to Southern California. I was so worried about it being confiscated by our California state or
federal agriculture department, that the late Luc Vannoorbeeck of Florida Colors Nursery, who was also on the trip with
his wife Carol, offered to ship it with his many cuttings. I remember being so happy when it finally arrived! Many of my
newer plumerias are Thai plants that have come from Jungle Jack’s Nursery.
Some of our first plumerias were the Hawaiian classics such as ‘Singapore,’ ‘Celadine,’ ‘Samoan Fluff,’ ‘Japanese
Lantern,’ ‘Nebel’s Gold,’ ‘Nebel’s Rainbow,’ ‘Heidi,’ ‘Gloria Schmidt,’ ‘Donald Angus Red,’ ‘Pauahi Ali’i,’ and lots of no ids.
My late Hawaiian plumeria friend, Celso, told Gary and me about a person who had a huge, above-the-roof-size, ‘Hilo
Beauty.’ We went down there and bought several dozen cuttings. We were ecstatic about obtaining a DARK BLACKISH
RED! Dark reds were a rarity back in the late 1990’s and early 2000. Later on, Celso, Gary and I heard about a person
selling ‘Wildfire’ around the early to mid-2000. We contacted the seller, met her in the parking lot of a restaurant, and
each bought one cutting for $95! I remember mine was shriveled, Gary’s cutting was crooked, and we all thought we
were the luckiest people on earth to each score a ‘Wildfire!’
Gary and I would sit with Celso in his plumeria patch or at our weekly lunches and look at the pictures in the Plumeria
People catalogue or Jim Little’s plumeria books and talk story for hours. Fun memories! Over the years, my sister has
gravitated towards the obtusa hybrids and plumeria species which include Plumeria alba, P. bahamensis, P. tuberculata,
P. cubensis, P. stenopetala, P. filifolia, P. pudica ‘Bridal Bouquet,’ besides having about 40+ Singapore White. I prefer the
rubra species with their infinite amount of color, shapes, and scents. Currently we have approximately 1500+ plumeria,
about 15 in the ground, and the rest in one-gallon pots to 24” boxes on approximately 3.5+ acres.

We do not plant more in the ground because of drainage issues. If we get heavy rains, such as in 2004–2005 when 37”+
fell in a short period of time, our property floods and it takes days for it to drain. In 2005, approximately 50 plumerias
rotted in the ground after sitting in water for days. Luckily, our winters are not extremely cold so we do not shelter them
any more like we use to, but I have lots of frost cloth, just in case. Generally, the lows are in the mid to high forties. This
year we had to cover to protect from sunburn in July because of an unprecedented heat wave.
The plumerias had many inflos but the majority of them had little to no leaves until late July, early August. We used
palm fronds, sheets, shade cloth, and towels to cover them, or we moved them to shady areas.
We fertilize in April or May with whatever is on sale and/or clearance. This year the plumerias were fed with Osmocote
Outdoor &amp; Indoor, Miracle Gro Shake ‘N Feed, Scott’s Turf Builder, Bayer Rose and Flower Care, or various organics.
These products were purchased during the previous fall and winter from various stores around us.
After the previous years of drought and water restrictions in California, we have started to plant the plumerias in a more
water-retaining mix by adding a lot less to no perlite and/or pumice to the soil mix we purchase from a local top soil
company. Their mix consists mainly of fir shavings, a relatively small amount of pumice, and fine sand with added time
release fertilizer. Our newly rooted cuttings are planted in a fast draining 50% coir/50% perlite mix.
We have been growing seedlings since the beginning.
My late boyfriend and I would plant any seeds we could locate. We found seeds in Hawaii in 2002, some seeds we
acquired were donated to the South Coast Plumeria Society by Dr. Richard Criley of Hawaii when he was our guest
speaker many years ago, and other seeds were purchased. Many of the seedlings died in the 2004–2005 rains and in
January 2007 when we had record low temperatures. Some seeds that survived had nondescript blooms, and others
were pretty nice such as ‘Cheetos Cat,’ ‘Emily Kitty,’ ‘Megan Kitty,’ ‘Summer Sunshine,’ ‘Crazy Cat Lady,’ ‘Meiji–From the
Land of the Rising Sun,’ and ‘Lovers’ Full Moon,’ a two-time Best in Show winner at the Southern California Plumeria
Society’s annual flower show and sale in San Diego, California. Some of the seedlings are named after my cats and dogs
that have passed, others after my parents, grandparents, and uncles. The fun about growing from seeds is one never
knows what one will get, and since each seedling is genetically unique from all other seedlings, the seedling can be
named and registered with the PSA. Of course, not all seedlings are worthy of being registered.

This brings me to 2017. I am one of the administrators on the popular Facebook group, Plumeria Growers, and noticed
last year many postings of plumerias with distorted and discolored leaves. I enlisted the expert help of my good friend
Donald R. Hodel, Environmental Horticulture Advisor for the University of California Cooperative Extension, author,
internationally recognized palm biologist and now, plumeria enthusiast, and with his colleague, Los Angeles County
entomologist, Gevork Arakelian, we figured out the problem was caused by a tiny green leafhopper, tentatively
identified as Empoasca stevensi. It was an interesting adventure to see this tiny green insect go from a plumeria garden
in Long Beach, California to the Los Angeles County entomologist office, then to the California Department of Food and
Agriculture in Sacramento, California, and finally on to the Systematic Entomology Laboratory (U.S.D.A.) in Maryland

where it will be officially identified. To read about it, and many other interesting articles written by Don, go to his EJournal: http://ucanr.edu/sites/HodelPalmsTrees/PalmArbor
In the winter when the plumerias are dormant, my sister goes on one of her many ski trips with her ski club all over the
U.S., and I am in the garden with my little dog Scruffy with my other non-plumeria plant species that I collect:
Haworthia, Gasteria, large leafed Ficus, Anthurium, Pachypopdium, Hoya, Platycerium, cycads, various
cacti and succulents, crested/montrosed and caudexed plants. I am never not in the
garden or out buying plants.
Update: Presently in 2022, we are dealing with the SoCal drought and we are dealing with that issue by moving some of
the plumerias to underneath our huge, full grown Ficus trees where they will stay until the drought is over.

